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their elders who benefited by the work done by the latter.
It was, for instance, the grave economic injustice so clearly
and brilliantly portrayed by Romesh Dutt that formed the
intellectual basis for the essentially anti-colonial attitude of
the later generation of leaders, and provided theoretical justi-
fication for their impatience to overthrow the foreign rale.

The contribution of Romesh Dutt to the political develop-
ment of India has thus to be viewed not so much on the
basis of the differences between his political outlook and
that of his twentieth century successors, but in the light
of the work that he did, along with the men of his genera-
tion, which made it possible for the later leaders to take the
logical step forward to push the freedom movement into
its final phase, resulting in the transfer of power in August,
1947. Viewed in this positive light, Romesh Dutt's contri-
bution, though perhaps not entirely pioneering in nature,
was a substantial one which gives him, a place of honour
among the nineteenth century political leaders of India.